
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 1, 2020 
 
The Honorable Steve Sisolak 
Governor of the State of Nevada 
State Capitol Building 
101 N. Carson Street 
Carson City, NV 89701 
 
Dear Governor Sisolak: 
 
Pursuant to your Executive Order (2019-22) to Advance Nevada’s Climate Goals, we are pleased to submit for                 
your consideration the inaugural version of the Nevada State Climate Strategy. As called for under Sec.5(B) of                 
your Executive Order, the State Climate Strategy includes “specific policy and budget recommendations to              
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and mitigate the effects of climate change as needed to meet the goals set forth                   
under this Executive Order.” 
 
The enclosed State Climate Strategy is intended to serve as a framework and roadmap for Nevada policymakers                 
to develop Nevada-specific policy and budget proposals in-line with our climate change mitigation and              
greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction goals. As you know, Nevada has committed to reducing GHG emissions and                
mitigating the ongoing impacts of climate change throughout Nevada. Specifically, under SB 254, passed              
during the 2019 Nevada Legislative session, Nevada established the following GHG reduction goals: 28              
percent below 2005 levels by 2025 and 45 percent below 2005 levels by 2030. Furthermore, under your                 
authority, in March 2019, Nevada joined as a member state of the United States Climate Alliance (USCA). Each                  
member of the USCA shares a joint commitment to “implement policies that advance the goals of the Paris                  
Agreement, aiming to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 26-28 percent below 2005 levels by 2025.” 
 
In December of 2019, the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) issued its most recent               
inventory and projection of GHG emissions in Nevada. According to this 2019 report, Nevada is currently on                 
pace to fall short of the 2025 GHG reduction goal by approximately 4 percent; and fall short of the 2030 goal by                      
approximately 19 percent based on existing state and federal policies.  
 
Therefore, if Nevada intends to achieve these critical climate goals, new and/or updated budget and policy                
priorities must be enacted in the very near term in order for consumers and businesses, local and tribal                  
governments, and other impacted stakeholders to implement new climate-related policies within a timeframe             
consistent with Nevada’s GHG reduction goals. This challenge is further compounded by the current              
budget/fiscal pressures in Nevada resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. In fact, state agencies will likely               
struggle to maintain the current level of effort devoted to climate change under current and projected budget                 
scenarios.  
 
These challenges should not be viewed strictly as an impediment to advancing Nevada’s climate goals, but as                 
an opportunity to align Nevada’s economic recovery plans with policies and investments necessary to achieve               
the interdependent goals of addressing climate change while building a stronger, more resilient economy for the                
benefit of all Nevadans. 



 
Despite the constraints of developing this strategy during a pandemic, we received robust public input for the                 
development of the strategy. Through nine virtual public listening sessions on a range of climate topics, the                 
submission of more than 1,500 survey responses by members of the public, many comments and letters received                 
online, we are proud of the expansive engagement received from across Nevada. 
 
We wish to express our appreciation to the members of the climate team who worked tirelessly through the                  
unique circumstances of this past year to deliver you this product. Their contributions are numerous and                
reflective of the broad interagency coordination and collaboration delivered by your administration. 
 
Finally, we are grateful for your leadership that set this effort in motion and provided the direction for its result.                    
We look forward to continuing this work with you, in partnership with your administration and stakeholders                
across the state, to realize your vision of reducing greenhouse gas pollution, mitigating the impacts of climate                 
change in Nevada, all while building a brighter future for all our residents through the expansion of clean                  
energy and technologies. This vision for a cleaner, vibrant, and just future is now even more vital as we begin                    
our state’s recovery from this pandemic. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
Bradley Crowell 

Director, Nevada Department of Conservation & Natural Resources 
 
 
 

 
David Bobzien  

Director, Nevada Governor’s Office of Energy 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Kristen Averyt  
State Climate Policy Coordinator, Nevada Climate Initiative 


